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REDEFINING VIDEO DELIVERY

HARMONIC’S RHOZET™ TRANSCODING TECHNOLOGY SELECTED
BY 3 ITALIA FOR LEADING EUROPEAN MOBILE TV SERVICE

— Italy’s Largest Mobile Transmission Services Provider Uses Rhozet Carbon Coder™ to
Deliver Mobile TV and Internet Content over its Ground-breaking DVB-H Network —

SUNNYVALE, CALIF. — OCTOBER 16, 2008 — Harmonic Inc. (NASDAQ: HLIT) today
announced that its Rhozet™ Carbon Coder™ video transcoding solution has been selected by
3 Italia as part of its cross-media strategy, designed to deliver mobile TV over its DVB-H
network. Rhozet Carbon Coder was chosen for media transcoding due to its extensive format
support, the high quality of its format output, as well as its transcoding speed and automated
features.

In 2006, 3 Italia was the world’s first mobile operator to offer a DVB-H mobile TV service. Since
the service launch, 3 Italia’s DVB-H mobile TV subscriber count has grown substantially to over
850,000. 3 ltalia is currently implementing its mobile TV and Internet cross-media strategy,
which brings broadcast TV, thematic channels, TV 2.0 and social networking to the mobile
handset. Rhozet Carbon Coder is used to quickly and automatically transcode this content and
make it available to 3 Italia’s DVB-H network.

“Carbon Coder’s automation, performance and scalability make it possible for 3 Italia to rapidly
integrate a wide array of broadcast and Internet content into DVB-H format, while delivering the
quality their subscribers desire,” said David Trescot, Vice President of the Rhozet Business Unit
at Harmonic Inc. “To be chosen as an essential technology component of 3 Italia’s mobile TV
service points to just how effective the system is for delivering the high volume of content for
this new generation of mobile services.”

Harmonic’s Rhozet Carbon Coder is a universal transcoding application that facilitates the
transfer of media between a variety of platforms, including acquisition, editing, playout, archive,
the Internet and mobile devices. Carbon Coder can run as a stand-alone application or as part
of a multi-node, fully-automated rendering farm. Carbon Coder provides high-performance,
scalable and cost-effective transcoding for a broad range of business environments, from
specialized studios to enterprise-scale installations.

About 3 Italia

3 Italia is Hutchison Whampoa’s Mobile Media Company operating in Italy. After winning the bid
for a UMTS licence in 2000, it launched its services in 2003 and now leads the UMTS market in
Italy with its 8,45 million customers, thanks to a wide range of Internet, multimedia and video
communication services, and to its mobile entertainment, music, news, cinema, sport and TV. In
2005 3 Italia got the national licence of digital TV operator, and in June 2006 it launched the
world’s first Mobile Digital TV with DVB-H technology. 3 Italia has confirmed itself at the
forefront in the development of 3G mobile technologies, also thanks to the launch of the first
HDSPA offer in Italy, in April 2006, and to the implementation of HSUPA that gives access to



mobile broadband and can reach a data transmission speed of 7.2 Mbps in download and 1.4
Mbps in Upload. In June 2007, thanks to agreements with Microsoft, Google, Yahoo!, eBay and
Skype, 3 ltalia launched XSeries, the first all-inclusive offer that extends the use of many
applications and functions of Internet broadband to 3G phones. In October 2007 3 Italia and
Skype launched 3 Skypephone, the first mobile phone expressly dedicated to VolP and
designed for the mass market. Finally, in June 2008, TV and “free Internet” became the pillar of
3 Italia’s “crossmedia” strategy, designed to offer mobile TV and Internet all in a single object,
pocket-sized and personal, combining broadcast TV, thematic channels, TV 2.0, social
networking and all the richness of the Internet world.

About Harmonic Inc.

Harmonic Inc. is a leading provider of versatile and high performance video solutions that
enable service providers to efficiently deliver the next generation of broadcast and on-demand
services including high definition, video-on-demand, network personal video recording and time-
shifted TV. Cable, satellite, broadcast and telecom service providers can increase revenues and
lower operational expenditures by using Harmonic’s digital video, broadband optical access and
software solutions to offer consumers the compelling and personalized viewing experience that
is driving the business models of the future.

Rhozet, a business unit of Harmonic Inc., is dedicated to providing accelerated high-quality
media transcoding solutions. The Rhozet solutions are offered in both off-the-shelf and
customized software configurations for the production and content delivery markets. For more
information about Rhozet technology please visit www.rhozet.com.

Harmonic (NASDAQ: HLIT) is headquartered in Sunnyvale, California with R&D, sales and
system integration centers worldwide. The Company’s customers, including many of the world’s
largest communications providers, deliver services in virtually every country. Visit
www.harmonicinc.com for more information.

This press release may contain forward-looking statements within the meaning of Section 27(A) of the
Securities Act of 1933 and Section 21(E) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, including statements
related to: the implementation of 3 Italia’s mobile TV and Internet cross-media strategy.

Our expectations and beliefs regarding the capabilities of Harmonic’s Rhozet transcoding solution and the
anticipated benefits for 3 Italia may not materialize, and actual results could differ materially from those
projected. The forward-looking statements contained in this press release are also subject fo other risks
and uncertainties, including those more fully described in Harmonic’s filings with the Securities and
Exchange Commission including its recent Reports filed on Form 10-K and Form 10-Q. Harmonic does
not undertake to update any forward-looking statements.

EDITOR’S NOTE — Product and company names used herein are trademarks or registered trademarks of
their respective owners.
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